Report to the July meeting of the Waverton Precinct: The trouble with Lime Bikes
Precinct meetings have discussed the hazards and inconvenience resulting from the latest wave of shared e-bikes. 
Shared e-bike schemes are operating in 16 local council areas from the City of Sydney, Inner West and North Sydney to Canterbury-Bankstown, Burwood and Parramatta. 
North Sydney Council made a submission to the 2024 Legislative Council enquiry into the use of e-scooters, e-bikes and related mobility options. The Council made a number of proposals, including:
· Increasing funding for active transport so that local government can deliver separated cycling facilities and road safety initiatives.
· Ensuring that e-mobility and lithium-ion batteries are adequately regulated to reduce potential fires and ensure devices are not altered.
· Deliver a docked bike share system to reduce street clutter. 
The Council participated in a Transport for NSW (TfNSW) trial of 50 marked parking bays for e-bikes. In the North Sydney the trial was to include bays in the CBD, Crows Nest-St Leonards and near Milsons Point station and the Bridge cycleway entrance, generally using wider footpaths and modified on-road No Stopping zones. If a rider tries to park outside a marked bay, the Lime app will use GPS geofencing to prevent them from ending the trip, meaning they will continue to be billed. 
Geofencing can also be used to enforce ‘no-go’ and ‘go-slow’ zones.
The Council supports bike share as a contribution to active transport and micromobility, but expects the NSW Government to create a comprehensive regulatory regime for e-bikes. In April 2026 the Council made a submission relating to the government’s proposed reforms to micromobility and sharing schemes, seeking, amongst other initiatives, ‘a clear approach to micromobility parking’.
We have learned the following from a recent government media statement.
A $6.6 million funding program announced on 30 June 2026 will grant up to $200,000 per application to local councils and other public authorities to deliver e-bike parking and improve rider behaviour. TfNSW aims to deliver 250 parking bays for 2,500 shared e-bikes in 2026.
The NSW Government found that marked bays reduce kicked over bikes and blocked footpaths by half, and now expects the 16 councils to provide marked parking bays in the areas of most conflict and complaint. Councils will also have the power to decide ‘no-go’ and ‘go-slow’ zones for shared and private e-bikes and will be able to choose which operators can set up in their area.
Operators are funding the program through a 60-cent-fee paid to TfNSW on each e-bike trip.
New rules build on a series of e-bike safety initiatives, including:
· Powers for NSW Police to seize and crush illegal, privately-owned e-bikes.
· Reducing the 500-watt e-bike power limit to 250-watts.
· Introducing a world-leading standard to ensure e-bikes are pedalled and legal power output cannot be tampered with.
· Proposing a minimum age limit to ride an e-bike.
· NSW Police Strike Force Puma targeting dangerous e-bike and e-motorbike rideouts.
· Imposing strict new safety standards on the sale of lithium-ion batteries.
· Banning converted e-bikes from trains and Sydney Metro services to reduce the risk of fires.
TfNSW is able to revoke an operator’s approval for failing to meet the minimum standards and issue penalties of up to $55,000 if they do not comply with a removal order.
Members of Waverton and other precincts have been pressing for action. Now that the NSW Government is rolling out a ‘comprehensive regulatory framework to ensure e-bikes, pedestrians and businesses can begin sharing public spaces safely and without conflict’ we need to see if it works out. 
For now, we could encourage continued action by adopting a resolution along the following lines (for discussion and amendment):
THAT Waverton Precinct 
· notes the contribution that share bikes are making to active transport;
· notes the ‘comprehensive regulatory framework’ being created by the NSW Government;
· urges the Council to continue its efforts to manage the impacts of abandoned bikes in neighbourhoods like ours through working with the NSW Government, applying for a major grant, and holding Lime accountable for eliminating the hazards and inconvenience in the street through operational and IT innovations.						JD 2Jul2026
[JD 20Oct2026] The minutes record that ‘The Precinct expressed the hope that the trial will bring some order to a currently very unsatisfactory situation.’ 
[JD 20Oct2026] The October meeting asked the Council the following questions: ‘Do the Lime Bikes within North Sydney LGA have geofencing technology applied? Is the Council working towards this?’
